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The Christmas message is that there is hope for a ruined humanity—hope of
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Christ became poor, and was born in a stable so that thirty years later He might
hang on a cross.
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OUR MINISTER’S LETTER:
by Revd. Duncan MacBean

Dear Friends,

Memories

I’'ve been struck over the last month about how often we are encouraged to
‘remember’. Even before Remembrance Day, we hear the old rhyme of ‘Remember,
remember, the 5th of November, gunpowder, treason and plot. | see no reason why
gunpowder treason should ever be forgot’. We call to mind the time that the
monarchy and parliamentary systems were threatened with overthrow, and how that
was defeated.

Then we move straight into Remembrance Day on 11" November, with all its
solemnity and pain. We remember on that day the cost of the peace that we now
enjoy; the sacrifice of those who gave their lives to overcome human evil.

Then, soon enough after this, we again share Communion, with the words of Jesus
echoing down through the ages; ‘Remember me as often as you do this’. This is our
reminder that there was another war against evil and death that was fought and won
on our behalf by Jesus. A new peace was realised in potential, a peace that directs
us to change the world for the better, until freedom and peace for all people is
achieved.

| suppose that we could ask ourselves how we are meant to move forward in life if
we are weighed down with the call to remember so much. | believe that the answer
lies in Hegel’'s observation that ‘The only thing we learn from history is that we learn
nothing from history’. The key with all this remembering is to learn from it.
Remembering something is not an act in itself, but there is a purpose, a goal to this.
We remember the past so that we can act differently in the future.

What we learn from Guy Fawkes is that sometimes a ‘desperate disease requires a
dangerous remedy’. Are we willing to change things before they reach a point of
crisis, requiring an act of violence to achieve freedom? Please understand that I'm
not on the side of Guy, but | do question whether we should act righteously so that
we do not put others in such a terrible position that they can see no way other than
to use violence to achieve their freedom.

We learn a similar lesson from both terrible World Wars. The first war was born out
of the greed of empire, and rampant militarism and nationalism. The second war
was birthed out of the reparations required by the victors of the first war, creating an
environment that allowed for the rise of one of the greatest evils of the modern age.
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Looking at the current rise of ultra-nationalism in the West and the scapegoating of
minority groups, | wonder if we have learned anything from our remembering.

Soaring above all these lessons from the past is the one Jesus that seeks to teach
us. The remembering we engage in during Communion, and around Christmas- and
Easter-time is the act of remembering how the radical application of hope and love
can conquer both evil and death. Christmas-time is so often reduced to ‘soft’
theology, but it is meant, in my opinion, to mark the birth of a radically different
understanding of both how to live, and how to die. We live with love, and we die with
hope because we remember the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. If he could
live well, living out the transformative power of love, then so can we. If he could die,
forgiving his persecutors and trusting in the yet-to-be-realised resurrection promise
of God, then so can we.

| finish with the end of the poem ‘Still | rise’ by Dr. Maya Angelou:

Out of the huts of history’s shame
| rise
Up from a past that’s rooted in pain
| rise
I’m a black ocean, leaping and wide,
Welling and swelling | bear in the tide.
Leaving behind nights of terror and fear
| rise
Into a daybreak that's wondrously clear
| rise
Bringing the gifts that my ancestors gave,
| am the dream and the hope of the slave.
| rise
| rise
| rise.

May we each rise from the slavery of old habits, of the long-lost deeds of people in
an unrighteous society which still hold us in thrall, and may we rise to a new life.

| wish a blessed and peace-filled Christmas to you and yours, from me and mine.
Love and peace,

Duncan
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Sunday 7th  10:30 am C Messenger
Sunday 14th 10:30 am Rev Duncan MacBean, Holy Comm.

Sunday  21st 10:30 am Worship Leaders, All Age Nativity invi
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Sweet Symbol

Author Unknown

A significant symbol of Christmas
is the simple candy cane.

Its shape is the crook of the shepherd
One of the first who came.

The lively peppermint flavour is
the regal gift of spice.

The white is Jesus’ purity.
The red is sacrifice.

The narrow stripes are friendship.
And the nearness of his love.
Eternal, sweet compassion
a gift from God above.

The candy cane reminds us all
of how much God cared.
And like His Christmas gift to use
it's meant to be broken and shared.

Our Chosen Annual Good Cause for 2025/2026 - Smile of Hope

Smile of Hope supporting local children with life-limiting illnesses — Because every
child deserves hope. Smile of Hope believes every child deserves a happy and
healthy childhood, regardless of their background or circumstances. We work to
achieve our belief by providing educational & healthcare programs, practical support
and treats to children with life-limiting conditions or are in general need; and by
partnering with local organisations and communities, together we create long-term
solutions for their brighter future. We offer a variety of programs and services to
support children and families, including arts & craft programs, healthcare support,
mentorship opportunities, and community outreach events.

What they do:

. Family support services: Offering emotional and practical support to families
facing unimaginable challenges.

« Care and comfort: Providing personalised resources to improve the lives of
children with life-limiting conditions.

. Special events and experiences: Organising events and experiences that
allow families to create precious memories together.

« End-of-life support: Ensuring comfort and dignity for children and their families
during their most difficult times.

« Emotional Support: Providing therapy for SEN and Autistic children

» Specialist Support: Providing workshops and 1-1 counselling on eating

disorders

Please keep an eye on the notices, church magazine and our socials throughout the
year where we will share some of the heart-warming stories of where the money
goes to support children.
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Please help us reach our

4"‘”10d ist Chuee™

Fundraising Goall!

Raised to date:
£1295.05!

Christmas Fair £347.50
NECP Blackadder raffles, £262
Harvest Festival, 685.55

For our chosen charity:




Warm Welcome Wednesdays:

Join us weekly on Wednesdays 10:30 to 1pm. Everyone is welcome for
refreshments such as tea/coffee, biscuits, toasties and more. Come along to our
inclusive space for all ages where everyone can expect a warm welcome from our
volunteers. Entry is FREE and it's a great place to connect with your community and
make new friends in a totally safe environment.

For more information, contact the office:

Tel: 0208 859 6932 or email: newelthammethodist@gmail.com

Drop in any time before or after shopping etc. and meet your friends in a relaxed,
friendly environment.

WARM SPACE
Christmas pa/mh,
10th December
10-30am - 1pm
Christmas Arts & Crafts

Festive goodies & treats to
eat

All ages welcome, please
bring a friend the more the
merrier!

arm

New Eltham Methodist Church,  \ \ctemre
433-435 Footscray Road, SE9 3UL Spaces
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Old or New, or Old and New? by Simon Edwards

“Where shall we go on holiday this year?” In our family we start asking this question
long before holidays are upon us. We want time to delve into all of the available
places, to think about what activities we would like to do, and see where that leads
us. The odd thing is that we almost always end up going somewhere that we have
already been. Our children value the predictability that comes with knowing what the
campsite looks like, which food vans will turn up on site each day and so on. There
is great value for them in an ‘old’ place, one they know, one they can picture as they
look forward to the holiday. Yet, each time we visit an ‘old’ place, we have a new
experience. We may pitch the caravan in a different area of the site, and there are
always new people camping nearby. We encounter a mix of the familiar and the new
at the same time, and that seems to be what we need.

| sometimes wonder if we talk or think about newness too much in the life of faith
and in the life of the church, or if we talk or think about newness in the wrong way.
Does everything have to be new, without any link to what has come before to be
missional? Is newness always about starting from nothing? New Places for New
People is an important strand of God for All, and across the Connexion there are all
kinds of initiatives that are growing and exciting. Sometimes, though, | hear people
ask “what about old places?”, | worry that we can become so obsessed with creating
something new that we fall into what Michael Jinkins calls ‘the hyperactivity of panic’
which he believes ‘manifests itself in clutching for any and every programmatic
solution...in the desperate hope that survival is just another project or organisational
chart away’ (1999, p.9). Do we cling to the hope that something new is what the
world wants from the church? Is maintaining the old and familiar, or clutching for
newness the easy option? Can newness be found in renewal that embraces both old
and new?

A growing part of my work in circuit ministry is in the oversight of pioneering work.
One such space, The Haven, is an ‘old’ place, a church building, rich with stories of
faith grown and shared. The society ceased to meet a few years ago, and after hard
work and prayer, The Haven came into being. Each Sunday morning there is still a
broadly traditional act of worship with a small group of people. It is similar to the
worship that has occurred every Sunday morning for more than a hundred years in
that space. However, there are also less familiar moments of worship. For example,
in the garden at the rear as a small group weed and plant, a ray of sunlight shines
on the ground, and the conversation turns to the presence of God. Both old and new
exist together in that space. The emerging community is embracing both the familiar
and the new, learning to dwell in a known and familiar place, while encountering
fresh experiences of faith and life each day in different ways. It is discovering the
richness in tradition and innovation, old and new, and recognising how these diverse
expressions of faith can support, challenge, and deepen one another.

In The Haven there is a mixed ecology of ‘old’ and 'new’ living alongside one
another, not fighting for superiority, but offering different perspectives, creating a
11



new experience as each learns to live together in a shared space. Mixed ecology is EVENTS & ACTIVITIES:
not just a way in which we can explain that different communities in different
contexts can remain connected to each other, though that is true, it is more than just
a way to explain that different communities engage in different activities or worship
in different ways, though that that is also true. It is also the way in which God’s
people live together in one space, sharing and growing in faith together. In his 2012
work, John Walker proposed that mixed ecology of fresh expressions and traditional
church was only seen as an interim measure (2012, p.217) born out of necessity,
and would fade away as ‘new’ communities grew in confidence. | believe that a
mixed ecology is a fundamental part of the church, it is the way that the ‘old’ and the
‘new’ coexist, always bringing a new experience as life is lived.

The church must resist the temptation to chase the kind of newness that always
means starting over, as a measure of missional success. While initiatives like New
Places for New People are exciting and vital, we must also reimagine ‘old places’
where faith has long been nurtured. The church needs a mixed ecology, a space
where ‘old’ and ‘new’ coexist, in mutual enrichment. The vitality of the church lies in
the interplay between the old and the new, where both contribute to a living,
growing, transformative, faith community, where all can find their voice and their
home.

We will holiday in the caravan again this year, we will again travel to a familiar place
and yet we will experience some newness. Perhaps that is a vision of a mixed
ecology too?

Jinkins, M., 1999. The Church Faces Death. Oxford: Oxford University Press. "@'Eﬁm
Walker, J., 2012. Testing Fresh Expressions. Surrey: Ashgate Publishing. WARM
Source: www.theologyeverywhere.org
WEDNESDAYS
10:30am - 1pm
RefurbiShment Of the Centre Join us for hot refreshments, sweet &
savoury food, activities, wifi and friendly
Following the approval of our recent planning application by Greenwich Council, no company

further progress has been made in securing a company to undertake the work at this

stage. We will continue to keep you updated both in the notices and here. Everyone Welcome

FREE & SAFE WARM WELCOMING
As the schedule of works is confirmed, updates will be posted on the internal e e
noticeboards, and all hirers will be informed of any periods when parts of the New Eggagxiir:f;dgihmh ap
building will be closed to allow the work to be carried out safely. As far as possible, New Eltham, SE9 3UL %Ec'h@

we will remain open throughout so that hirers can continue their activities with
minimal disruption.

At time of writing no events were confirmed from All Saints, CANE and Friends of
Property Committee Southwood Park for 2026. As soon as details are available they will be shared.
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YOUNG AT HEART:
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THANK YOU

Bexley Foodbank would like to take this opportunity to say from the bottom of our
hearts a huge thank you to you all.

Your donations really do make a difference to the lives of people experiencing food
poverty in Bexley.

It's been an incredible Harvest and our volunteers have worked their socks off
receiving, sorting and dating the food coming in and the following numbers are
staggering!

In total we received 7798.42 kilos!!! (287.95 out of date).
Your collection contributed to 55kg.

Bexley Foodbank give out on average 5000kg every month to those most in need,
so this gives you an idea of the scale of food poverty.

We feel incredibly blessed by you all, your kindness is unmatched.
Blessings to you all.

Gill Bates & Kate Harris

A note from New Eltham Community Productions

Everyone at NECP wishes to thank the church community who supported
Blackadder and the recent quiz night. We were delighted to support the church’s
charity Smile of Hope through raffles at both these events. We hardly need to
remind you to book tickets for Snow White in January and do tell your friends and
family. Tickets are already selling fast. Please look out for, and sign, the volunteer
sheets for coffee bar help during our performances. We would also like some
volunteer welcome greeters for our relaxed performance on Sunday 11th January at
3pm. This is a new event and we have been advised that those attending would love
to be met with a smile and a lovely welcome. As ever, thank you for your continuing
support. Judith
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New Eltham Methodist Church Pantomime

Saturday 10th & 17th January 2026
2:30pm & 7:30pm
Relaxed performance, Sunday 11th, 3pm*

www.necp.org.uk or www.ticketsource.co.uk

*Call: 01322 838 410
The Centre, 433-435 Footscray Road, SE9 3UL




NEMC REGULAR EVENTS/CLUBS:

Sunday Services
Worship - Every week and Young Church - Weekly (except August Holidays)

10.30

12.30

18.30

Mondays
09.30
13:45
13:00
13:30
17:15
17:30
20.00

Tuesdays
11:15
14.00
16:00
17:00
18:30
20.00
20:00

Wednesdays
10-1pm
14.00

18:30

20.00

Thursdays
10:00
14.00
11:15
17:15
18:30
20.00

Fridays
10.00
11:00
1400
16.15

Saturdays

New Eltham Methodist Church - Zimbabwe Fellowship. There are services in SHONA at this
Church (12.30 - 14.30) each Sunday. For more details, contact 07707310098 or 07944881977

Evening Worship - Once a quarter, when programmed

Alex Warner Football
Diddi Dance for 2-4 years
Joanne Eagle Pilates
Jigsaw Group, 2™ & 4™ Monday of the month
S Green Education Tuition services

Fudoshin Shotokan Karate Club
ZUMBA - Dance Generation

Baby Sensory

Adult Activity Group

S Green Education — see above

Loopy Lou’s Funky Fitness Classes

Soulja Taekwonda

New Eltham Community Productions (NECP)
Yoga Lily

Alex: 07771747 129  http://www.awfootballcoaching.com
Jane: 07944623338

www.diddidance.com

Joanne: 07956 210326

Graham: 07810 201 818

Sam: info@sgreeneducation.com
Amelia: 07723 535 353

Maria: 07811 823467 www.urbandancefactory.co.uk

Hayley: 07468 587430 www.babysensory.com
Tony: 0208 309 1862

Louise: 07967 346 797

Duncan: duncanlaber@hotmail.com
0208 3009027 www.necp.org.uk
Jude: 07776 205 301

Warm Welcome Wednesday, all welcome for tea, cake and chat. Contact the office for details

Badminton - non-league
lyengar Yoga
ZUMBA - Dance fitness

Civil Service Retirement Fellowship (4™ week of the month)

Eileen: 020 8850 7621
Maggie: yoga.maggie@yahoo.co.uk
Marie: 07811 823467

Phyllis, 0208 265 0810

Sidcup Active Retirement Assoc. (SIDARA) (3™ week of the month) Secretary: 020 8302 5880

Joanne Eagle Pilates

S Green Education Tuition services

Soulja Taekwondo

New Eltham Community Productions (NECP)

Alex Warner Football

Diddi Dance for 2-4 years

Sidcup Active Retirement Assoc. (SIDARA)
All the Arts Theatre School, 3 -18 years

10:00 All the Arts Theatre School, as above

Joanne: 07956 210326

Sam: duncanlaber@hotmail.com
Duncan: info4taekwondo@gmail.com

0208 300 9027

Alex: 07771 747 129

Jane: 07803 531782  www.diddidance.com
020 8302 5880

Lucy: 020 8850 2384 www.allthearts.co.uk
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Keeping Christmas
By Henry Van Dyke
Are you willing...

To forget what you have done for other people, and to remember what other people
have done for you?

To ignore what the world owes you, and to think what you owe the world?

To put your rights in the background, and your duties in the middle distance and
your changes to do a little more than your duty in the foreground?

To see the that men and women are just as real as you are, and try to look behind
their faces to their hearts, hungry for joy?

To own up to the fact that probably the only good reason for your existence is not
what you are going to get out of life, but what you are going to give to life?

To close your book of complaints against the management of the universe, and look
around you for a place where you can sow a few seeds of happiness?

Are you willing to do these things even for a day? Then you can keep Christmas.
Are you willing...
To stoop down and consider the needs and desires of little children?
To remember the weakness and loneliness of people growing old?

To stop asking how much your friends love you, and ask yourself whether you love
them enough?

To bear in mind the things that other people have to bear in their hearts?

To try to understand what those who live in the same home with you really want,
without waiting for them to tell you?

To trim your lamp so that it will give more light and less smoke, and to carry it in
front so that your shadow will fall behind you?

To make a grave for your ugly thoughts, and a garden for your kindly feelings, with
the gate open?
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Are you willing to do those things, even for a day? Then you can keep Christmas.
Are you willing...
To believe that love is the strongest thing in the world, stronger than hate, stronger
than evil, stronger than death - and that the blessed life which began in Bethlehem
two thousand years ago is the image and brightness of the Eternal Love?

Then you keep Christmas.

And if you can keep it for a day, why not always? But you can never keep it alone.

Just for fun!
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MISCELLEANEQOUS:

¢ Circuit safeguarding email has changed

Please note, the circuit safeguarding email has changed to:
widmoresafeguarding@gmail.com.

¢ HURRICANE MELISSA AFTERMATH
29th October 2025
Dear People of Faith and Concern,

The Methodist Church in the Caribbean and the Americas (MCCA) in its entirety
watched and prayed for the week of Hurricane Melissa's development and very slow
movement as it built up, sending rain over much of our region. This slow build-up
has meant that even before it was categorised as a Hurricane, parts of Haiti, the
island of Jamaica, and parts of the Dominican Republic had already received very
high amounts of rainfall, causing severe flooding in many places.

The category 5 storm, hitting the South-West coast of Jamaica, making landfall on
Tuesday and impacting the whole island, has caused extreme devastation.

Reports from St. Elizabeth show the historic town of Black River almost annihilated,
to the extent that the Prime Minister of Jamaica, Hon. Andrew Holness M.P. has
called it "Ground Zero."

We have still not heard reports from the Parish of Westmoreland. Damage in the
parishes of St. James, (including the city of Montego Bay), Hanover, and Trelawny
is severe.

We are aware that at least two of our chapels have sustained severe structural
damage, two others have lost their roofs, and one has partially lost its roof. However
most of the other Congregations we have not yet heard from. Government estimates
are that in St Elizabeth and Westmoreland approximately 90% of buildings have lost
their roofs. Other parts of Jamaica have sustained damage, though it is not as
widespread as in the West.

We are hearing preliminary reports that lives have been lost, and await confirmation
whilst praying for the families of those who have died. Please note that a
comprehensive report is in progress, but due to damaged and blocked roads, and
some areas being impassible due to flooding, this will take some time. We will
update you in due course.

Whilst taking a direct path through Jamaica, the outer bands of the storm continued
to impact Haiti. The hurricane badly affected Petit-Goave, Les Cayes, and Jérémie,
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particularly the rural areas. In Port-au-Prince, it has been raining, and those living
under tents have been the most affected by this, especially in Carrefour. Thankfully,
there has been no loss of life reported in Port-au-Prince. However, in Petit-Goave,
people have lost their lives after being swept away by the floodwaters.

The manse in Petit-Goave has been damaged in the flooding. We await information
concerning other infrastructural impact in Central and Southern Haiti in regard to the
effect on our members, schools, manses and chapels.

Exactly what is needed in both countries has to be assessed by the disaster
mitigation committees on the ground. Basic humanitarian necessities will be
required as a first response. This will include food, water, and hygiene kits, tents and
other temporary shelters. We remain cognisant that the agricultural sector of both
countries will have suffered extreme impact which will lead to food insecurity in the
coming months. There is also heightened danger of water-borne and other related
illnesses.

We invite you to join us in prayer for the survivors, for those who have lost their
loved ones, those who have lost their homes and livelihood, those who are anxious
because they are unable to contact friends and families, and others because the
whole situation has been extremely traumatic. Mental health support will be required
as part of our response, not only to those who have suffered, but also to those who
are in the immediate response teams, including members who are first responders,
and our clergy.

Your Servants for Jesus' sake
Juan M. Simpson B. (Bishop) — Connexional President
Jacqueline H. Liddell (Rev'd) — Connexional Secretary

Source: www.methodist.org.uk

You can donate to the appeal here:

Emergency Appeal: Hurricane Melissa — All We Can
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Articles of Interest, can you help?

The next edition of the magazine will be for April. If you have anything you would like
to see in the next edition or have any articles of interest, you would like included
please email Joanne in the office by 19" March for it to be included in the next
edition.

Thanks in advance,
Joanne, Church Administrator
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