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Minister’s Letter 
 

The narrow road 
 

Time and again, as I do battle with the vagaries of my thoughts, words, deeds and 
habits of neglect, I am reminded of how difficult this chosen path is - ‘The Way’ as 
it used to be called, even before the term ‘Christian’ was coined. The Covenant 
service is a good reminder of our call to follow, to walk and to live as a Covenant 
people who choose to be in relationship with God.  
 

While I find the words of the covenant prayer challenging, I find the preamble to it 
just as challenging, especially the bit that says, “In some [things] we can please 
Christ and please ourselves; in others, we cannot please Christ except by denying 
ourselves”. This phrase is the bit that speaks to me most clearly. I am not particularly 
good at denying my ego - I like to have my cake and eat it; in the sense that I want 
to follow Jesus and become steadily more holy, but I also want to be able to be 
petulant when I’m tired, irritable when someone cuts me up in traffic and so on. 
The call for me to become mature as I become holy is all a bit too much sometimes. 
It’s symptomatic of the age-old battle between the ego and the Spirit.  
 

Jesus leaves us no doubt about the cost of walking ‘The Way’. In Matthew 7:14 we 
read,  
For the gate is narrow and the road is hard that leads to life, and there are few who 
find it.  
 

There is much to explore here: the goal is life, and not just eternal life, but life in the 
here and now, unfettered and pure. The goal is good, but the road to that goal is 
hard, and obscure. This obscurity is not caused by some arcane knowledge, 
unattainable by all but a few. It is obscure because it is so easily obscured by the 
constant demands of the ego. If we wish to see the road, the requirement is for us 
to submit to God through Christ. Easier said than done! I’ve just found the perfect 
analogy for this constant distraction - it’s the modern term ‘clickbait’. This is used 
to describe something on the internet that lures you into clicking on it by making 
exaggerated or false claims, just to generate advertising revenue from the page hits. 
 

The annual covenant prayer that we use serves a dual purpose. It reminds us to 
strive for the ideal, to seek that Christian perfection that John Wesley was so fond 
of. It also reminds us that God is with us … another famous phrase of John Wesley’s, 
one he supposedly uttered on his death-bed (“The best of all is, God is with us”).  
 



The Way is difficult, requiring us to do battle with our very self, requiring us to 
submit in faith to the presence and working of an invisible God. If I have learned 
only one thing (and I fear that this lesson is still not complete) it is that I can trust 
God with all I have, and all I am. All God requires of me is that I submit my ego to 
God’s Spirit and that I am also willing to clear the clutter of ego to be able to see 
The Way.  
 

On Sundays and other days, we meet together in worship to celebrate this mutual 
journey, to remind one another of the value of the journey, and to guide one 
another to the goal of life. In the absence of a visible God, as pilgrims on The Way, 
we become vessels for the very voice and presence of God for the benefit of one 
another. The covenant prayer is not impossible and unachievable. It is a reminder 
for us to look around us and to learn from the examples of the saints who live 
amongst us; a reminder for us to clear the clutter of self so that we can see the way 
of God. The road is narrow and obscure, but when I get lost, I know people who can 
help me back onto it.  
 
 
Shalom, 
Duncan 



 
 

A Service of Reflection and Renewal 

6:00pm on Sunday 19th February 2017 
 

As part of their calling; our Worship Leaders have been looking at how new and 

different styles of worship might help them better meet specific or collective 

needs and offer opportunities for shared emotional and spiritual experiences.  

In particular; they have been seeking ways to create increased interactions 

between worshippers, so that everyone in the congregation can share in the 

power of worship in ways that are impossible in the more restrictive 

environment of a normal morning service.  The All Souls Service held on Sunday 

6th November 2016 was one such example and on 19th February there will be 

another.   

 

Their evening service of Reflection and Renewal will be a sung and spoken 

service, using candles and soft lights to create both physical and spiritual 

warmth.  It will encourage us to think about those for whom winter brings 

special challenges and particularly those affected by seasonal weather in this 

country and elsewhere.  Featuring psalms, hymns, poetry, prayers, meditative 

readings and pauses for silent reflection, the congregation will remain seated 

throughout and everyone will be welcome to participate to the degree they feel 

happiest.  The service is expected to last a little less than an hour. 

 

Our Worship Leaders naturally hope you will want to come and also hope that 

you will share this invitation with anyone you feel may benefit from the 

opportunity to share a cold winter’s night in faith and fellowship. 
 

 

 

 

After nearly 15 years, David and Geraldine will soon 
be retiring from editing the Church magazine. We 
would welcome any new volunteers to help the 
other editors.  



“CALAMITY DAME” – THE PANTOMIME 

“Calamity Dame” – the Pantomime. What next? But at New Eltham Methodist 

Church we are used to unusual and innovative Pantos. “Oh Yes We Are”! Moving 

away from the traditional fairy stories, our writer gave us Cowboys and Indians 

with a twist, a very clever concept, whilst keeping all the traditional ingredients 

of a good Pantomime, bringing in fresh characters and story lines. Well done! 

The whole thing just gelled perfectly, the scenery, the music, the story line, the 

costumes, lighting and all the cast, blended in together to provide a brilliant 

ensemble piece. 

The scenery so cleverly devised and imaginatively painted would grace any 

professional stage, the lighting and the music complemented all the action and 

scenes, and everyone on stage brought their own individual sparkle to the show. 

With a mixture of really loveable 

rabbits, squabbling squaws, handsome 

sheriff, gorgeously sexy saloon tart, 

animated children, colourful chorus, 

all the characters Roald Dahl would 

be proud of and the well-worn jokes, 

how could you fail?  

The clever stage coach with moving 

scenery, always worthwhile repeating 

clever ideas. The inept baddies, the 

oh! so slightly naughty bits, the 

colourful Dame and Indian Chief all 

ruled by a talking totem pole instead 

of a Fairy Godmother and linked by 

Toy Story characters. If it was fun 

you were after, then this was it in abundance. 

Overheard in the Coffee Bar on the first Saturday night “I’m so proud of my 

husband” the wife of the writer was heard to say. Well lady, you should be proud 

of your husband as we were proud of our pantomime. 

A “Calamity” it was not! A Pantomime it certainly was! 

“OH YES IT WAS” 

Shirley Wright 



Panto 2017 – Calamity Dame 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 



The Events and Charities Committee would 

like to thank all the kind and generous people 

who donated gifts for the recent Pantomime 

raffles, especially Tony and Shirley, Nick and 

Kim and Sheila and Ray who very kindly ran the raffles for us.  A 

total of £546.35 was raised for Happy Child International, this 

year's Annual Good Cause, which included a kind donation from 

Maureen Davison.  Thank you everyone! 

 

NECP would like to say 'thank you' to all the Coffee Bar 

volunteers who so kindly gave up their time to keep our panto 

audiences and our cast and crew refreshed, to our Front of House 

helpers,  to Jane in the church office and to Sharon, for all your 

help with Panto.  Your hard work is very much appreciated by 

everyone - thank you! 

 

Dates for your Diary 

 

Saturday 1st April 2017 at 7.30pm Kevin Doig is Quizmaster 

for our April Fools' Quiz Night.  Teams of 6 please, do bring your 

own soft drinks and refreshments, let any committee member 

know if you can make our fundraising Quiz. 

 

Thursday 4th, Friday 5th, Saturday 6th May 2017 - our next 

production will be the Tony-award winning Broadway Musical - 

Grand Hotel.  Tickets are now on sale and can be obtained from 

Rachel by ringing 020 8851 9881, book early to avoid 

disappointment!  We look forward to seeing you there.  



THE CHURCH'S CHARITY CHRISTMAS CARD FOR 2016  

 

I was initially concerned that our donations were not 

going to get anywhere near our previous totals, but 

in the end it beat them! Last year we raised £602 

and this year we topped that to £620, this despite 

losing some wonderful contributors! This was the 

tenth year of the Charity Card and I am so thrilled 

that it has continued over such a long time. Thank 

you.  There is a full list of the items you purchased at the back of the 

Church but in case you want to take the list home to show your family and 

friends - here it is again:-  

 

CHRISTIAN AID: One nanny Goat. One basket of chicks. Three food for 

a Syrian refugee. One safe place to sleep: One Antibiotics. One school 

books, bags and biros. One pair of chickens. 

  

WORLD VISION: 500 Water purification tablets. School Dinners: 

Equipping a Medical Centre: One Water Treatment kit 

  

OXFAM: A share in a farm: Safe water for ten people: Honey Bees: Fix a 

well. Six Mosquito Nets: Seeds: Two support a Refugee 

  

HOPE AND HOMES FOR CHILDREN Three emergency food for a week 

  

ALL WE CAN (The Methodist Charity) Two installations for a toilet ("A 

Convenient Gift"!) 

One piglet: A shepherds start up (A sheep and training) Two "Busy Bees" 

 

Sadly we noticed that every item has increased in price from every 

Charity but we did the best we could!  

We hope to do this again next year (God Willing!) 

 

Love and God Bless 

Tony Wright 
  



LINK groups and Film Club launch. 
 

It has become apparent to us that as a church we are not ready 

to launch either the LINK groups or the Film Club yet. As we 

stated in the December Magazine, we had hoped to launch 

3 groups with the acronym LINK, (learning, inspiration, nurturing 

and kinship) at the Covenant Service in January 2017. We have 

had some interest, but generally it has been very quiet! So, not 

yet then!  

This doesn't mean that we are giving up on these ideas, but maybe 

the time isn't right yet. In the meantime, please continue to pray 

and ask God how He wants you to get to know Him better, within 

New Eltham Methodist Church. 

And when you know, we'd love to hear from you. 

 

Julie, Chris and Louise (the Impact Group). 

 

 

 
 

Would anyone be able to help Irene Johnson between the 27th 

February and 16th March while Martin and Jane visit their son 

Matthew in Australia?  

 

Volunteers would be welcomed to help with shopping and a visit 

to keep Irene company. If anyone can help in any way, then please 

contact Martin and provide contact details so that he can draw 

up a rota (email mdj1960@gmail.com, or ring 07970 468944).  

Thank you.  



Prayer Chain 
 

We would like to set up a Prayer Chain for people who find it 

hard, or impossible to get to church. This could be due to i.e., 

increasing age, frailty or ill health. You are still very valuable 

members of our community and you still have a role to play!  

 

We propose a prayer chain, where each person in the chain 

receives one phone call and makes one phone call, ideally 

within one week. The person calling you would be in a similar 

position to yourself and they could relay to you prayer needs, 

both personal and from within the church community. You 

would then phone your designated person and do the same to 

them. You would then pray for the prayer needs in your own 

home. 

 

It is a way to offer support to one another and to receive it 

yourself. It also facilitates prayer. 

 

If you find it very difficult to get to Church and you would 

like to be part of this prayer chain, please phone Louise on 

02088596249. 

 

Thank you. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

NEW ELTHAM METHODIST CHURCH 

Footscray Road, New Eltham, SE9 3UL 
 

2017 Dates & Themes 

 

28th January  ‘Friendship’ 

1st April   ‘Easter’ 

20th May   ‘All things bright and beautiful’ 

1st July   Summer party 

30th September Harvest 

25th November  Christmas 

 

Messy Church is a relaxed and informal church with a warm 

welcome for the whole family with crafts, songs, food - and 

plenty of opportunity to have fun and make a mess!  Our 

sessions run from 4 pm until 6 pm. 
 

There is no charge for Messy Church which is supported by 

the Church, although donations are always gratefully 

received to help fund our craft activities.  
 

  

All 

families 

welcome 



Regular Events 
 
 
   CONTACT NOs.
  
Sunday 10:30 Morning Service 
  Young Church (5-18 years) 020 8857 3786 
   020 8859 9750 
 12:30 British Zimbabwean Methodist Church 07867 525715 
 
Monday 10:00 Diddi Dance (2-4 years) 07803 531782 
 19:30 Senior Youth Club (11-19 years) 020 8859 4932 
   (call Mon 6.30-9.00 pm) 
 
Tuesday 09:30 Bumps and Babies (new and expectant mums)  020 8859 4932 
 14:00  Adult  Social and Activity Group 020 8302 6829 
 16:00 Tanya Dirrane School of Irish Dancing  
  (over 4s) 07775 943723 
 16:45 Loopy Louõs Cheerleading/Hip Hop/ 07967 346797 
  Street Dance (4-7 years) 
 18:00 Loopy Louõs Cheerleading/Hip Hop/  07967 346797 
  Street Dance (8 years +) 
 19:00 Black Watch London Pipes & Drums 01322 2342366 
 20:00 Loopy Louõs Adult Funky Fitness 07967 346797 
 20:00 Yoga Lily 07776 205301 
 20:00 New Eltham Community Productions 020 8300 9027 
 
Wednesday 10.00 Guavatree Crèche, Stay & Play 07500 043801 
 14:00 Badminton 020 8850 7621 
 17:30 3rd New Eltham Rainbows 020 8300 9027 
 18:00 2nd New Eltham Brownies 01322 401 891 
 19:30 2nd New Eltham Guides 020 8850 2346 
 20:00 Zumba 07811 823467 
 
Thursday  10.00 Guavatree Crèche, Stay & Play 07500 043801 
 14:00 Sidcup Active Retirement Association 07738 947860 
  (3rd Thursday of the month)  
   
 20:00 Badminton 020 8859 5856 
 20:00 New Eltham Community Productions 020 8300 9027 
 
Friday  10.00 Guavatree Crèche, Stay & Play 07500 043801 
 14:00 Sidcup Active Retirement Association 020 8302 7182 
 16:15 All the Arts Theatre School (3 -17 years) 020 8850 2384 
 
Saturday  08:30 Weight Watchers 07880 617066 
 10:00 All the Arts Performers Academy  020 8850 2384 
 
 

For further details see our website: www. newelthammethodist.org.uk  

  



 
Church Diary February 2017 

 
 
5th February 
 
10:30 am   Rev. Jacqueline Quarmby 
12.30 pm   Zimbabwean Fellowship  
 

 
 
12th February 
 
10:30 am   Mrs. Julie Gardner - All Age Worship 
12.30 pm   Zimbabwean Fellowship  
 

 
 
19th February 
 
10:30 am   Mr Ralph Brandhorst 
12.30 pm   Zimbabwean Fellowship  
18.00pm  Worship Leaders 
 
 
26th February 
 
10:30 am  Rev Duncan MacBean - Holy Communion 
12.30 pm  Zimbabwean Fellowship  
 

 
  



 
 


