P ™ dh
R v
New Eltham Methodist Church

www.newelthammethodist.org.uk




= e

Worship Calendar for March/April 2020

1%t March

8th March

15t March

221 March

29t March

5% April

121 April

19™ April

26™ April

Holy Communion
10:30am Rev. Duncan MacBean
12:30pm Zimbabwean Methodist Church

10:30am Maggie Ayres
12:30pm Zimbabwean Methodist Church

All Age Worship

10:30am Worship Leaders

12:30pm Zimbabwean Methodist Church
4:00pm Worship Leaders

Mothering Sunday
10:30am Ralph Brandhorst
12:30pm Zimbabwean Methodist Church

10:30am Rev. Terry Wright
12:30pm Zimbabwean Methodist Church

Palm Sunday, Holy Communion
10:30am Rev. Janet Verrier
12:30pm Zimbabwean Methodist Church

Easter Day
10:30am Sue Cope
12:30pm Zimbabwean Methodist Church

All Age Worship
10:30am Worship Leaders
12:30pm Zimbabwean Methodist Church

10:30am Chris Price
12:30pm Zimbabwean Methodist Church



Our Cross, our Resurrection

As we approach Easter, so we move steadily deeper into the mystery of our
relationship with God, and into the mystery that is God. As with each year, | can
safely preach a heart-felt sermon on the love of God, but there is much about
the death and resurrection of Jesus that beggars belief and defies explanation.

| think this year, | find myself identifying most closely with the two Marys who
went to the tomb on the third day. | stand (metaphorically) at an empty tomb on
Easter Sunday, dazzled by the light of God in the face of an angel. The angel only
gives more cause for questions and | remain lost in my lack of understanding until
| am called by name by a familiar voice. Even then | do not understand, but | find
both peace and joy in an outpouring of worship.

Theology offers many good thoughts, wonderful reflections and proffers deep
meaning about this event, but it does nothing to strip the mystery from it. This
singular, deliberate expression of power speaks of a love that goes beyond our
comprehension.

It is in this love that | find solace. Not a love that can be explained away, but a
love that continuously leaves me dumbfounded, lost for words, struggling to
grasp its vast scope. It is in this love that | walk the way of the Cross, as we all
must. It is a journey that ends in death, but we live also with the inexplicable
hope inherent in resurrection.

| finish with 2 verses from the hymn “I cannot tell” (Singing the Faith 350):

| cannot tell how silently he suffered,

as with his peace he graced this place of tears,
or how his heart upon the cross was broken,

the crown of pain to three and thirty years.

But this | know, he heals the broken-hearted
and stays our sin and calms our lurking fear

and lifts the burden from the heavy laden;

for still the Saviour, Saviour of the world is here.



| cannot tell how all the lands shall worship,

when at his bidding every storm is stilled,

or who can say how great the jubilation

when every heart with love and joy is filled.

But this | know, the skies will thrill with rapture,

and myriad, myriad human voices sing,

and earth to heav'n, and heav'n to earth, will answer,
‘at last the Saviour, Saviour of the world, is King!'

Our cross speaks of death. Our Lord promises life eternal. | cannot claim to
properly understand either, but I trust in the expression of love from the God
who knows me. For me, this is enough for now, until | enter the deeper part of
the mystery. Let us journey together in peace and in hope.

Love and peace,

Duncan
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On Friday 10" April we will join with friends from the congregations of Churches
Together in New Eltham and carry a cross along Footscray Road from Clare Corner to
our church, pausing for hymns and bible readings along the way. Then, after a reviving
cup of tea and a hot cross bun, there will be a joint service in our church.

We will be leaving Clare Corner at around 10:00am and you may join us there or at any
point along our route. We look forward to seeing you and hope the morning will be as
sunny as these pictures show it was last year..




Events/Charities News

) &
2N GOOD CAUSE

The Events/Charities Committee would like to thank everyone who

is supporting its fundraising for Transforming Lives for Good, this
S year's good cause. Collections at the Harvest Lunch, the PSA
= Concert, sales at the Bazaar and raffles at the Panto have so far
raised in excess of £2,000. Well done and thank you!

% 4 MAGIC EVENING

9
* Bexley Magic Society will be staging another of their fabulous
magic shows in aid of this year's good cause on Saturday 13th June.
More details later, but please book the date now.

CONCERT in memory of Nick Wells-Gaston

NECP will be performing a special concert on Saturday 11th July in
aid of Cancer Research UK. Expect all the usual songs, sketches,
jokes and monologues and possibly one or two new ones.

NECP are also delighted to report that they have again been chosen by our local Coop
store as one of their three Community Causes! The group’'s previous Coop grant was
used to improve stage lighting and costume storage and this grant will be used to
improve the sound facilities in our hall, hopefully including provision for those with
hearing impairments. The latest Coop funding round began on 27™ October 2019 and
continues until 24™ October 2020 and everyone can help us raise the maximum
amount. You need to be a Co-op member to support the project so either join the
Coop and register for our Cause or, if you are already a member, you can register
straightway. Please follow the instructions on the link below:

Co-op Local Community Fund - New Eltham Community Productions

Once you have registered, your spending at any Coop anywhere in the UK counts
towards our total, so do please register.

NECP would like to remind everyone that you can also help them by going through the
Easyfundraising portal whenever you shop for goods online. The cost of your purchase
is exactly the same, but NECP receives a small commission for every sale made
through the portal. Full details are on the link below:

New Eltham Community Productions Fundraising Ideas | easyfundraising.org.uk

Thank you for everything you do to support New Eltham Community Productions.



Churches Together in New Eltham

LENT SESSIONS

Session 1
Wednesday 4th March
1:45 to 2:45
at the NE Methodist.

Session 2
Wednesday 11th March
1:45 to 2:45
at Novar Christian Fellowship.

Session 3
Wednesday 18th March
1:45 to 2:45
at All Saints.

THIS?

— Session 4
" HOW CHRISTIANS RESPOND Wednesday 25th March
TO CLIMATE CHANGE
2:00 to 3:00

at the Redeemed Christian Church of
God-Victory Assembly.
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Even if you haven't received
a Salvation Army collection
bag, you can still take up
the challenge of giving up
forty things for Lent.

Any charity shop will be
grateful for your donation
and your house (if not your

life) will be all the better
for it.




Worship Leaders

With this year’s CTNE Lent studies being held during the day, our Worship Leaders will be hosting
an evening service of reflection for Lent on Sunday 15" March at 4:00pm, for the benefit of those
not able to attend week day services and anyone else, of course, who would like to attend.

Lent is the period in the Christian calendar that starts on Ash Wednesday and lasts for 40 days,
representing the 40 days Jesus spent fasting in the wilderness. This is far from the only reference
to 40 days in the Bible; in fact a period of 40 days appears in 146 separate passages, where it
frequently symbolizes a period of testing, trial or probation. During Moses' life, he lived 40 years
in Egypt and 40 years in the desert, before spending 40 days on Mount Sinai talking to God. Rain
fell for 40 days and 40 nights during the Great Flood and Noah waited for 40 days after the tops of
mountains were seen after the flood, before releasing a raven. Goliath challenged the Israelites
twice a day for 40 days before David defeated him and 40 days is the period from the resurrection
of Jesus to his ascension, to name just a few.

Using scripture, hymns, prayers, poetry and readings, we will ponder the purpose of fasting and
self-denial and consider how Christians throughout the ages have used periods of withdrawal and
stepping back from daily life to reflect on where they are, where they are going and what they
should be doing. Members of the congregation will be welcome to participate as much or as little
as they wish, but we hope everyone will want to join us for this exploration of faith and devotion.

The Worship Leaders are also leading the All Age Service in the morning of 15" March, which will
be based on the story in John’s Gospel of Jesus’ meeting with the woman at the well in Samaria
and will be a lighter and more child friendly service than our regular Sunday services. We have
planned it to be suitable for the whole family (adults and children), with familiar hymns,
storytelling and a children’s tabletop activity during the sermon. Children will remain in Church
throughout the service, which we anticipate will run for about 45 minutes.

You are warmly invited to join us at one or both of these services.
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CHURCH AGM

An early reminder that this year’s Annual General Church Meeting will be held on 26 April.

The meeting will commence with coffee, tea and biscuits after the 10.30am Sunday service,
to be followed by the meeting at 12 noon.

All Church members are invited to attend.



REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES

r> FINANCE UPDATE

The finance report | presented to February’s Church Council was a mixture of good

news and not such good news. Weekly offerings are on a par with last year, lettings

are down but only slightly so and, overall, | think we are on course to deliver the
income target we set ourselves. On the other hand expenditure is running higher than we anticipated.
Electricity costs are significantly higher due to Opus Energy belatedly realising that, for some time, they
have been charging some of our electricity to another church and making the correction. Major works are
also higher than budget, though this has been offset by minor repairs and flat expenses being lower. The
biggest expense has been the replacement of the heaters in the hall, which will hopefully give us many
years of useful life. Our current forecast for the year to 315 August 2020 is for an excess of expenditure
over income of around £20,000, which is exactly what we anticipated at the start of the year. We currently
have £170,349 in reserves (including our refurbishment funds) and are more than able to cope with a small
deficit such as this. We have so far raised £112,091 towards the Centre refurbishment of which we have
spent a little over £10,000 on surveys, designs and architectural drawings. Duncan said our finances were
in a much better state than many churches and showed we were able to live within our means.

My thanks as always to the stewards who collect and record our offerings and to Joanne for her help with
administration.

Chris Field

REFURBISHMENT UPDATE

Following Church Council approval for us to proceed to outline planning permission,
we instructed our architects to produce the floor plans and building specifications
that were needed to apply. These were displayed at the Christmas Bazaar and, when
| last looked, were still on the wall of the coffee bar. A number of people have commented on our plans
and their thoughts have been shared with our architects. The greatest concern was the apparent lack of
natural light in the covered entrance way between the Church and Centre, which our architects had
advised should be predominantly solid. Their advice is based on the southerly aspect of the entrance way
and their fear, if it was predominantly made of glass, that in Summer it would become a greenhouse. The
compromise we have reached, is to glaze the easterly aspect of the roof for the entire length of the
entrance way, but to keep the westerly aspect solid (with roof lights). This will increase the amount of
natural light between the Church and Centre , but shade us in the afternoon, when the sun is at its hottest.

Given that the most contentious aspects of our proposals (from a local authority perspective) are the
changes we want to make to the access to the flat above room 4 and the bringing forward of our building
line, our architects said our outline application would need to set these out in some detail and our outline
application was therefore likely to be only marginally smaller than the full application we would
subsequently submit. It was their view that we were highly likely to be granted planning permission and
that it would be quicker and cheaper if we skipped the outline planning stage and just went for full planning
and building specification approval. So this is what we agreed to do and our full planning application was
submitted to Greenwich Council at the end of January.

We anticipate the total cost of the refurbishment will be in the region of £300,000 and are planning to
raise this from three primary sources: £100,000 from the Church (which we have already raised), £100,000
from District and Central funds and £100,000 from charitable foundations (like the Rank Foundation) and



grant making trusts. Applications for Methodist and charitable funds are dependent on us having Circuit
and District approval, which Duncan is in the process of obtaining. Duncan has also directed us towards
Methodist Connexions, who are able to provide starter grants to assist us with some of the initial upfront
costs and we will be applying to them shortly.

The modular approach we took to developing our scoping pack means, when the time comes to deliver
the project, we can do so in discrete stages and so minimise the impact on Church and Centre users. We
are now developing a fundraising plan that links specificimprovements with identifiable groups (children,
older people, the mobility impaired) or specific activities (sport, drama, education, community
engagement, isolation and exclusion), which will help us to target funders who favour these particular
groups or activities.

Methodist Central Board has produced a helpful list of foundations that have previously funded work at
Methodist churches and the sort of work they like to fund, which will be invaluable when we come to
decide who to apply to and for what. Once we have agreed the overall price for our project and awarded
the main contract, we will consult on an implementation timetable to ensure that principal users and
those most likely to be disrupted by the work have an opportunity to influence the sequence of events.
And we will keep Church members and Centre users informed of our progress through regular updates
in the Church magazine, with fuller updates at Council meetings and the Church AGM.

Michael Chuter

PROPERTY UPDATE

A lot of major work has been carried out since our last update, of which the most
significant is our work on the hall. Following the installation of new windows and
blinds, we have now replaced the heating system with a set of gas driven hot air
blowers. Hall heating has been an issue for many years and we considered a number
alternatives before deciding on a wall mounted blower system, which runs directly from the gas main
without the need for water pipes, radiators or a boiler. The new system will run on a timer with an
override to extend for short periods and we hope it will be more effective and efficient. Early feedback
after the pantomime was very favourable and the blowers are a lot less noisy than we had feared. The
pathway at the side of the Centre, which had been dug up for the trench work, has now been repaved
and made good. These two items cost a total of £12,400, which has been taken out of the major works
budget. Our latest quinquennial inspection listed repaving of the pathway around the perimeter, renewal
of the heating system and replacement of the water main all as urgent and we are pleased to report that
now all of these have been done.

Graham has also completed the minor works found during the quinquennial electric inspection, along
with a number of other small jobs around the Centre. We have replaced 72 of our old green chairs, as
an incident involving one of the chairs breaking under an elderly visitor caused us to look at all the green
chairs, which revealed that many of them were showing signs of age and some looked distinctly unsafe.
The only other main area which we need to look at is the recoating of our flat roof areas, particularly the
roof over rooms 1 and 2 which appears to be buckling. This is subject to a 15 year guarantee and, before
we undertake any remedial work, we are going to see if we are able to claim for the repair under our
guarantee. A works day will be scheduled for late Spring to do a number of maintenance and cleaning
jobs around the Church and Centre and any help would be much appreciated. The day will be advertised
nearer the time.

The Annual Church Return was presented to the Church Council in February and approved. As always
the committee would like to express its special thanks to Graham for obtaining quotes and maintaining
our premises.

Julie Gardner
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& 4" THE END OF AN ERA

In the fifties and early sixties youth work was seen in London as
the obvious solution to the disruptive behaviour of young people
and the formation of gangs that had been unleashed during the war years. By the mid-
sixties the number of teenagers in London had vastly increased and an imaginative
project was devised by the London County Council to give these young people a useful
and instructive route into adult life. The project, which was implemented by the Inner
London Education Authority (ILEA) and funded by them and the Joseph Rank
Benevolent Trust led to the building of ten Youth Centres across London, one of which
was based at the newly consecrated New Eltham Methodist Church. On 16" September
1967 the New Eltham Youth and Community Centre opened for business.

The funding from ILEA and Rank came with the specific requirement to “promote
active and purposeful youth work” for a minimum of twenty years and, to support
that, ILEA funded the employment of professional youth workers to work on three
nights of the week, with the Church providing volunteers for it to run on another two.
ILEA continued to support youth work in New Eltham right up until the time it was
abolished in 1986, after which funding was taken over by Greenwich Council. Despite
many cuts to its budget, Greenwich continued to provide funding, though the nights on
which the youth club ran steadily decreased until we had just a Monday club for
teenagers, run by paid staff, and a Tuesday club for younger children, run by
volunteers. Then the Tuesday club closed and, following further cuts, Greenwich said
it was unable to continue its funding of the Monday Club.

Despite this the Monday club continued to run with Anna and Steve Chambers (who had
previously been paid by Greenwich Council) running it on a voluntary basis. Young
people today have a far wider array of entertainment opportunities compared to young
people in the sixties and the appeal of a traditional youth club has unquestionably
waned, but there always seemed to be some young people for whom the Monday club
continued to meet a need. Sadly even these have drifted and finally, with too few
regular attendees to make it worth their time, Anna and Steve have decided to stand
down and youth work in the traditional sense at the Centre has now come to an end.
Though through guides, messy church, All the Arts and our many toddler groups young
people are still to be seen at the Centre and we continue to uphold our obligations
even though we are no longer contractually obliged to do so.

Perhaps one day politicians will wake up to the realisation that youth work is one of
the most cost effective ways to increase community cohesion and reduce disruptive
behaviour and, when they do, the Methodist Church will be ready and willing to
respond in kind. But for now it is the end of an era. The Church Council has written
to Anna and Steve thanking them for their dedicated service and, as we received a
substantial amount of cash from the closing of the youth club account, we have sent
them a present and some flowers. We are also adding our thanks to them here.

Steve Offord



Messy Church

One of our children's activities which is thriving at the moment is Messy Church,
which has proved to be a very worthwhile activity, with young families coming into
Messy Church on a regular basis and enjoying their experience there.

At our last session on "Jonah and the Whale" there were 45 Adults and Children!
Although it's not normally quite so busy, the success of Messy Church means we are
in need of more help. We provide a range of craft activities for children
accompanied by a carers for about an hour, then we go into church for a bible story
and, finally, we finish with a family tea. You can volunteer for a whole session, for a
craft activity, or simply to be an occasional helper.

Messy Church runs from 4pm to 6pm and we hold six sessions each year.

Our next sessions are: 21st March "Jesus heals the paralysed man"
2nd May "Joseph" and
6th June "The Good Samaritan"

and we hope the photos below from our last session provide just the encouragement
you need to join us. Thank you, Jo, Cate and Louise xxx




Film Nights

@ New Eltham Methodist Church

Spotlight

Wednesday 18%" March 2020 at 7pm

The film follows The Boston Globe's
"Spotlight" team, the oldest continuously
operating newspaper investigative
journalist unit in the United States, and its
investigation into cases of widespread and
systemic child sex abuse in the Boston area
by numerous Roman Catholic priests. It
uncovered a decades long cover-up at the
heighest levels of Boston’s religious, legal
and government establishments, touching
off a wave of revelations around the world,
and wining for The Globe the 2003 Pulitzer
Prize for Public Service.

Spotlight was shown in the Out of
Competition section of the 72nd Venice
International Film Festival and went on to
win the Academy Award for Best Picture,
along with Best Original Screenplay, from six
total nominations at the Oscars in 2015.

Running time 2hrs 9m.

All are welcome to come along and enjoy the film, which will be followed by a
short discussion and light refreshments.
The film is free, but there is a small charge of £1 for refreshments.
Bring a friend!













